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A Messaaqge from the President Michael Henrich

Season Greetings Everyone,

| am pleased to announce that the Huts Association is still alive and kicking.
After much soul searching, the Board of Directors decided to keep the fight going to
establish Huts in Alaska. At the present time we are working with the Forest
Service on the Whistlestop Project in the Placer River Valley. It will be a long
process, and success is not certain, but the mountains are spectacular, and it
appears to be the very best option to make Huts happen. We are also talking with
Alaska State Parks and hope to work with them in the future.

The last few months have been tough on the Board of Directors. We have lost
Directors because of the long and frustrating process that we have been through to
try and make the Huts a reality. | would greatly encourage anyone who believes in
the Hut concept and would love to see it succeed to contact (continued on p. 2)

Photo: USDA Forest Service

Spencer Glacier Panorama. This is the view southward from a location near the proposed Spencer Bench cabin
site. The railroad is visible toward the righthand edge of the photo above Spencer Lake. The valley in the
background is upper Placer River, which extends south to Grandview. Map inside.

Grandview Hut-to-Hut Concept Taking Shape | See al so
John Wolfe, Executive Director Happened?

Alaska Huts has a new focus within Chugach National Forest. It might be called
the “Grandview Trail” or “Glacier Discovery Trail.” It could result in two hut sites with a
hut keeper and food, plus two smaller self-service huts along the trails of the Forest
Service’s new backcountry Whistlestop Project (see map inside). The Whistlestop
Project opened in August 2007 to provide backcountry rail stops in the spectacular
glaciated region between Grandview and Spencer Glacier, south of Anchorage.

Win-win. The Forest and its partner, the Alaska Railroad, had funds to open
the Whistlestop Project in August but does not have funds to complete the planned 30
miles of trail, cabins, and backcountry train platforms. In a potential a win-win situation,
Alaska Huts would bring volunteer trail efforts and funding for cabins to the project,
while the Forest would provide the location for Alaska’s only system of multi-party huts.
(Continued on p. 2)
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Inside:

e New hut-to-hut
proposal in the
works.

« New area; new map.

e Photos.

e What happened?

Volunteers

needed
Board seat. The Alaska
Huts board of directors
has vacant seats. Get in
on the @round floordof
the new Whistlestop huts
concept. Contact
Michael Henrich at
632-6440.

Help organizeFeb. huts
celebration and roll-out of
the new hut proposal.
Contact: 279-4663

Member List. Track
mailing list & address
changes in spreadsheet or
database. Four main
updates per year. Contact:
John at 279-4663.

Thank you for your

on-going suppot.

Check out Whistlestop Huts at Feb. Celebration

Look for notice in the mail and newspapers about our 2008 celebration of Huts
for members and the public. Join us for the roll-out of the proposal for huts
accessible by railroad, and for food, beverage, a chance to mingle with
outdoor folks, a new slide show, large maps, photos... February. Be there!

Spencer Whistlestop Surroundings Magnificent By Katie Harich

In October, Alaska Railroad Whistlestop Project Manager Don Worthley took a crew from
Alaska Huts by hi-rail (truck on tracks) along the Portage section of rail to the brand new
Spencer Whistlestop. | was one of the fortunate few who explored the area.

Huts volunteer lan Moore and president Michael Henrich headed off fast for the Spencer
Bench cabin site. | shadowed John Wolfe, Alaska Huts executive director, and together we
set out with a copy of the Forest Service's Whistlestop Record of Decision document,
opened to a map, in search of the proposed Spencer Flats cabins/huts site. The autumn sun
came up over the mountains and burst through the clouds, lighting the frosted grasses and
the snowy higher slopes around us. After some serious bushwhacking, we found flagging
that marked a brushed-out foot trail and eventually, in meadows backed by low, alder-
covered hills, we arrived at the designated location for a cluster of three cabins. The site

is enveloped by towering, snowcapped mountains. Five minutes from the proposed cabin
site is the scenic Placer River, and visible upstream, its headwaters, Spencer Lake. In
Spencer Lake are icebergs calved from Spencer Glacier, just one of the glaciers responsible
for this lovely scenic valley.

These valleys are truly a stellar location for backcountry huts and rival any other hut site
worldwide in their foot trail potential coupled with superior views of Spencer Glacier, an
iceberged lake, and nearly 360 degrees of mountains.

To finish, John and | wal ked the Whist
that leads from the whistlestop platform to a viewing area at Spencer Lake, about a 20-
minute walk past a few date markers showing the retreat of Spencer Glacier over the last
century. At the lake is a nicely sculpted rock-wall viewing platform. We took in the sight

of mountains, lake, glacier, and bergs. Simply magnificent.




